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Meet kids who 
spread smiles 
wherever they go 


A funny story about a girl 
you'll love, love, love! 


On the Cover 
Meet Danielle Nielsen, 
age 12. Danielle likes 

that Christmas is full of 
surprises, “My grandpa 


likes to joke around,” 
she says. “One time he 
gave me a humongous 
present, Inside was a 


smaller box, and inside 


that was a smaller box. 
Finally, there was a 
teeny-tiny box with a 
ring inside!” 


Letters from You 


Tarn 


Splashy Style 

I’m glad you put “Splash from 
the Past” in the July/August 
1999 issue. It was neat to see 
how swimsuits have changed 
over the years. I’m on a swim 
team, and it would be hard to 
swim in a dress! 


Guynesddn Huane.s 


Age 12, Pennsylvania 


Jazzed-Up Journal 
I have an idea for the nature 
journal craft in the July/August 
“Welcome to Camp AG” article. 
After you glue the leaf or flower 
to the cover of your journal, put 
a piece of clear contact paper 
over it to keep it in place. 
Cantn Oreratre 


Age 11, orado 


(A 
ILE 
Sync and Swim \=— 
After I read about synchronized 
swimmers in the July/August 
issue (“In Sync”), I tried some 
of the moves. I thought they 


would be easy, but they were 
pretty tough! 


Laven Meszala 
Age 11, Colorado 
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Good to Yo ”” 

Tam very happy that you put 
an article about yooyos in the 
July/Auguat issue, [like to 
play with yoryos a lot! ['ve tried 
tricks like the sleeper and 
walking the dow before, but 

IT couldn't do them, Your tips 
helped me! 


Veranda, Ponalle 


Age 12, Louisiana 


Dear Readers, 

We love reading the terrific 
letters, stories, and poems you 
send to us! But sometimes girls 
send us poems and stories they 
didn’t really write themselves, 
and that’s just not right. Please 
be sure to send only your own 


work when you write to us, 


Write to Us! 


Want to drop us a line? Write us at: 


AmericanGi' 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


You can also send letters via e-mail 
to im_agmag. editor@pleasantco.com 
if you have online access. No matter 
how you write us, be sure to include 
your name and birth date. We can’t 
publish every letter we receive, but 
we read and learn from each one. 
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Buzzword 


American girle everywhere will be 
using this buzzword this season 


soiree 


How to say it: swalbAy 


What it means: an evening party 


Where it comes from) Sa/ree 
comes from soir, a Frenelt wore 
meaning “evening.” 


, One way to use it: "Sophie spent 
weeks deciding what to wear to her 
Aunt Edith’s New Year's Eve solves,” 


The buzzword is tucked somewhere 
into this issue of American Girl. 
Can you find it? 


Illustrations: Paul Meisel Photos: Mike Walker Craft styling: Anne Lepley Wilkins 
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Happy Holidays! 


Our readers are full of the holiday spirit. Even their names say so! 
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1 Bide elRige May 
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Madeline Folly — Erwrly, Ptocking Rudefph, — Brittan 
Age 7, iso Age 14, California Agé 10, Texas Age 12, ole 
etd 


emily Angel 


Age ple = 


Age 9, Texas Age 11, California 


Xas 


Age 7, T 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1999 


3 
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ys) Whiz over to wow.scholastic.com/harrypotter for the latest on H army, an mterview with the avthor, and games at Hogwarts! 


Friendship File 
BFF: Best Friends in the 
Family! 


ae oO \ 
“—Cvandma and me at Halloween 


“My best friend is my grandmother. 
We do everything together—from 
traveling to California to seeing the 
Rockettes dance in New York City. 
Sometimes we swim or watch old 
movies. She lives close by, so | can 
visit her any time. She’s not just my 
relative, she’s my friend!” 


Colle2n Nellacks 


Age 11, New York 


Keep in Touch 
Stay close to faraway folks. 


= Make a video or audiotape of 
yourself, Read a poem, sing a song, 
or give a tour of your room. 


= Write a newsletter, Call it 

1999 Was Divine! \Include pictures 
and highlights of your year, Make 
photocopies to mail. 


= Send an e-card. Go online to 
www.americangirl.com for free cards 
you can customize for the holidays! 


(rrksk xpress 


Hooray for Harry! 


Lally Pottep 
Potter 


Millions of girls, boys, and adults 
are wild about Harry Potter, the 
orphaned boy with wizardly ways 
whose books are flying off the 
shelves. AG reader Katelyn Tulp, 12, 
of Massachusetts, is one such fan. 


“They’re my favorite books of all time!” she gushes. Here are 


some magical morsels you may not know about wiz kid Harry: 


W Some readers think author J, K, Rowling is 
aman, Those initials, (hough, stand for Joann 
Kathleen! She dreamed up Harry while ona 
train. There was just one problem—her pen 
didn't work, The author was too shy to borrow 
one, so she hurried home and started to write! 


W After the first book, fans couldn’t wait for 
more! Americans began ordering Harry books 
online from England before they were even 
published in the United States. Good news, 
though—the fourth of the seven-book series is 
set to arrive in both countries at the same time. 


WA movie is in the works, too! Don’t expect 

it to be a cartoon, though, The author wants 
people to see Harry as a real boy in a real 
world, That’s great for Rosie O'Donnell, who’s 


begged to play Harry's friend, Mrs. Weasley! 


Wo | 
°V Harry) 
Wizards rule! 


Down with Dudley! 
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Blimey! 
Some of the books’ 
British terms can be 
confusing. Here's a 
mini decoder: 


cupboard: closet 


ns 


humbugs: candy 


a 


kip: sleep 


ED 


oot 


underground: subway 


Photo: Business Wire 
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it, Warmer Home Video Additionai credits on 
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arlier this year, Shontay Williamson, 13, 
competed in a citywide spelling bee— 
without saying a word. How? Shontay was 
participating in the annual Deaf Spelling 


Your answers! 


| In our July/August issue, we aeked 
| you which famous girl you'd ohoose 


Bee held in Chicago, Illinois. 


for a friend. Here’ id, A\ 
In this spelling bee, teachers use ra friend. Here's Wat Tam OPE og 


\ 
American Sign Language to sign words to Olsen twins 1,677 | ~ 


Tara Lipinsky 377 | » 


\ 


each student. For example, for the word 


mermaid, a teacher makes the motions for gizl and fish. Then, Brandy 318 i. 
with the clock ticking, the student “fingerspells” mermaid using | Lisa Simpson 134 ‘ 
the ASL alphabet. | 4 
This was Shontay’s lirst time at the citywide level, but she plans | sith ae rot | nN 
to be back next year, “I want to win the first-place trophy!” she says. | latest video! ey ¢ 
Want to try your hand at signing? Turn to page 45 to learn how! | % : | h 

| Next question: | @ 

Tell us which popular pooch you'd ri 

Tr ue Story | pick for a pet! Circle one. 


Kristina has a cool Christmas, 


Dear American Girl, 

Last year my family and his 
hotel in Williamsburg, ; 
going to celebrate a Cc 

7 didn’t expect 
. OF Slectricity! .: 
WAG tee Began 


we even opened 


Sincerely, 


Keisis oe 


Age 135: T1danoss 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1999 


Moneymaker 


Team up with a friend to help out at 
holiday parties. Offer to take guests’ 
coats, fill food trays, and clean up. 
Ask your parents to tell their friends 
about your services, After each party, 
be sure to split your earnings equally! 


| Help Wanted! 


| Are you a twin, or do you know 
twins or triplets? Does being a 
twin make twice the fun or double 
_| the trouble? What do people never 
seem to understand about twins? 
£ | Is there something you’ve always 
= ) wanted to know about twins but 
= never had the chance to ask? 
= ' Send your letters and photos to 
the address on page 2 with your 
name, address, and birth date, 


_——_ — 


your answers and m 


S 
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| Deer Santa 


Make a pair of mmmmmerry stocking stuffers. 


Rudolph 


1 Remove plastic seal 
from tube of mini M&Ms. 
Cut a 34by-5-inch piece 
of brown felt. Wrap 
around tube. Attach in 
back with tacky craft 
glue. Let dry. 


2 Cut a felt face and 
ears. Glue face to body. 
Glue ears to face and 
let dry. 


3 Glue googly eyes 
and red pom-pom nose 
to body. Let dry. Draw 
a smile with a black 
marker. 


vf Slide 4 belle onto 
groon pipe cleaner, 
Wrap around neok, 


Twlat brown pipe clean: 


ere around top of tube 
for antlers. 


Santa 


1 Remove plastic seal 
from tube of mini M&Ms. 
Cut a 3%-by-5-inch piece of 
red felt. Wrap around tube. 
Attach in back with tacky 
craft glue. Let dry. 


2 Cut pink felt for face. 
Glue to body. Cut white felt 
for beard and moustache. 
Glue to body. Let dry. 


3 Glue on googly eyes and 
a pink pom-pom for nose. 
Glue on white pom-poms for 
buttons. Let dry. 


4 Cut triangle out of red 
felt for hat. Glue white pom- 
pom to tip. Let dry. Glue hat 
to top of tube and let dry. 
Glue a narrow strip of white 
felt for hat trim. Let dry. 
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Candy Contest 


We asked you to design a new sugary treat. 
Here are the winners—short and sweet! 


“My WNBA Mini Basketbaile 
would have peanut butter in 
the middle and chocolate on 
the outside. Bon appetit!" 


KLosrenin Turki 


Age 11, Illinois 


“I'm going to get braces soon, 
and | won't be able to chew gum 
for a long time!" 


dough. Skip the baking and give 
Cry Ko o}per 


me the bah 
Age 1. 


Now aa [Tan Frwho 
¥) “My Bumble 
; oe ye ae Age 13, Texas 2 
ow 


“Il can never get enough cookie 


wt eae 0 Gum has real 
yee ee" or 


honey in it!” 
_strawbe 
it eh ‘ 
m Katie Ann bods 
“| like shopping for clothes Age 9, Ohio 


at the mall!” 


Micah Aramec 


Age 14, Arkansas 


Marshmallow 


Peonuts 
“L invented the first-ever half. 
chocolaty, half-frulty candy bar!” 


ten O-bdige 


Age 13, Kentucky 


@ ®@ 
oh* @ “My Groom Gum comes in 


“My candy is an edible note- ; a rainbow of flavors!” 
. AY 
book with flavored pages NY 
and frosting pens. It’s A Bridaih Nappy 
great for writing secret Age 13, Maryland 


notes—afterward, just eat 


them!” 


Age 14, Florida 


Brighten a Bedroom 


Design something new for a girl's room, 
Is it a cute clock? A lamp that lights up 
when you sing to it? Some fab furniture? 
Describe or draw a picture of your object 
and send it to the address on page 2. 
Deadline: December 15, 1999, 
Winners will appear in the 
May/June 2000 issue. 


“When you lick the Flower 
Power Pop, it opens like 
a real flower.” 


Heart to Heart Ny 


Favorite F olks . 


Whom do you admire most, and why? 


How would you like to be more like that @ Me 


person? These girls tell what they think. 


I admire my dad. 
He helps me with 


everything, and 
I can always talk to him. He 
never gives up on anything 
until he gets it right, and he 
doesn’t let me give 
up either, | 
think every- 
one should be 
a little more 
like him. 

ps! Crandall 
Age 1 


Michigan 


Several years ago 
my best friend 


Dana had a brain 
tumor. Even with the terrible 
headaches it caused, she 
stayed in school and did the 
best she could. I would like to 
be as strong and courageous 
as she is. Lo. 

Nicodv 


Age 12, North Carolina 
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The woman 
that I admire is 


Sheryl Swoopes. 
I want to play in the WNBA 
like she does. She had a hard 
childhood, she was teased, and 
she did not have a car, but she 
never let those things get in 
the way of her dream, I think 
she's a great role model! 


Anna Feuer 


Age 10, California 


Ladmire both my 
mom and step- 


mom in different 
ways. My mom is always will- 
ing to help and she provides a 
loving home for me. My step- 
mom is always cheerful and 
she treats me as if I were her 
own daughter, I want to have 
more of their good qualities. 
They’re both great! 


Kate Geilo, 


Age 10, California 


io 


Jane Goodall was 
one of the first 


people to study 
chimpanzees in the wild. She 
devoted her life to animals, had 
lots of patience, and didn’t let 
anything stop her. I want to 
study animals someday, too. 


Jl Minnesota 


My cousin 
Courtney is in 
high school, and 


she’s a great student. She can 
play the piano and the French 
horn. She is a pom-pom girl in 
her marching band, and she 
won a singing award. She’s also 


a great babysitter. 
I admire her 1 
a lot, and 

I want to be 
just like her! 


Jikan Fospisi] 


Age 8, Maryland 


My older sister, ‘The person | 


admire mont isn't 


My teneher tilen 
(ine 10 Hater to 
ee) whint I hve to 
say, She Males We fect like I'm 
of dolnw things myself. 
1 Wald be nice to be like her. 
Catherine buttana 
Age V1, South Carolina 
= can handle things ” 


Katrina, is special 


_} to me because A movie alur or 


I can discuss my problems and athlete. She's just a normal 


troubles with her. I'd like to be person who helps me grow and 
more like her because learn. Most of all, she loves me 
she is understand- 


ing, friendly, and 


when I need it. She’s my mom, 


Charlotte Lam Nebouchl 


Aue 13, Delaware 


eee ee 


One time I went 
lishing with my 


cousins and I fell 
in the water! I tried to laugh, 
hut later | sat down and cried. 
My Aunt Jan said, “Don’t 
worry! Someday you'll look 
hack to this day and tell your 
children all about it. I’m sure 


youll laugh.” It ese 
helped a lot! 7 PAL) 
Aunt Jan died Y +g , 
in 1996, but ff 
I'll always look 4 , Cat 
up to her. . 


Se sey 


Age 10, Michigan 


Eleanor Roosevelt 
helped get equal 


rights for every- 
one and made the world a bet- 
ter place. I want to follow in her 
footsteps when I grow up. 


Age 9, Pennsylvania 


on her own. 


Serna 


Age 12, North Carolina 


I admire Rosie 
O'Donnell, not 
only for her sense 


of humor but because she cares 
for people. She gives her money 
to charities. I want to care more 
for people and think of others 


like she does. 


Age 12, Indiana ) 


The principal 

of my school is 
wonderful. She 
leads our school with courage, 


dignity, and hope. The thing 
| admire most is the way she 
always makes herself approach- 
able to kids. She guides her 
students with kindness. 


‘Speak from 


\ 


™ 


Your Heart 


Next subject: Real pet peeves. 


Does your cat claw the couch? 
Does your friend’s dog drool? Does 
your rat run in a squeaky wheel all 
night? Send us your advice for how 
to deal with pets’ beastly behavior. 
What can you do to stop it? 


Send answers, name, birth date, 
and school photo to: American(irl 
8400 Fairway Place, Middleton, 
WI 53562. While we can print only 
about a dozen letters in each 
Heart to Heart, we read and learn 


from every one! 


Deadline: November 30, 1999. 
Some answers will appear in the 
March/April 2000 issue. * 


Age 10, New York 


Amelia's Notebook 


' 15 @ lways 
evs When we 
pave fomily Over. J 

li nN / ({ 
 Ghe makes lists i >. 4 ne hi) 
everything. ed f —~ aE 5 

sid 9 Sr =a { ae LE ey / BE. ' 


chee Amelia?) 


_Mondoy, November 22 


Aunt Lucy is coming to spend Thanks tving withus. | want 
Pio do something SPECIAL because this is the ficst Vhanks giving 
her daughter, Rarsa, has ever had. Aunt Lucy adopted her last 

y ear from a Russian orphanage. |'m sure there was no 
turkey theve. 

Tuesday , November 23 


| Tcgvor' te. granola, 
clean towel, 


They're here! | took Raisa outside +o play and we hada 
tea party under the oak tree. o> Baisa is 4 


oes 
id Me Bunny 9 
+h her 
a. Set OUF Some where with 
‘ every s—— im “ng: 
Ones and lemonade eats everything u COM SR Wh 
rs d 0 at 
(oo pirds and oe ‘ Y 
e she wants +o 


A | SF eis — she peanut butter soy. 
Ont Lucy _ 
is Mom's 
complete 


opposite (ee, 
Cleo and wer ' ee 
94655) .-I0F sed 


ny ° ‘ \ made RatSa some acorn dolls to play with. 
to pack ® t che 
for Raism *” ome she Wkes them almost as much as Mr. Bunny. 
had te hc, aaa et ere ee ye 


on her wey — 


s te do +y match box wi HH, plastic dog Playing 


wire 
9 lued y e 
ew . 
CO uA < Gy, Rea Sel ae si EO AE Eye 
A 
Ao// earmut¥s * “Jon yy 


Wednesday, November 24 
The acorns gave me an idea. Native Amevicans used to eat nuts 


lots of different ways. | got a recipe for nut mush in school — 
it could've been eaten at the first Thanksgiving, so Raisa should 


have it for her first Thanksgiving. Mom says acorns will make 


beret | everyone sick, So |'m going To use walnuts instead. 


nuts aren't as 
< acorns, but | 


Wel 


a 
cure make Jeod 


ole reople. 4 : 


Thursday, November 25 | 
It's @ ir i | A IAD 5 Y IN \@: The fiest thing Idid was start 
to make my mush. | was supposed to grind all the walnuts, but it took 
FOREVER. Mom finished the biscuits, sweet potatoes, and Waldorf 
salad inthe Hme it took me to make bowl of mush. Finally 

iT wos done, just in time for our feast, 


| e th 

i om made a toast or gev anks | 
welcoming Lucy and Raisa, gor indi" Raisa, Rarsa sai 

j “ Thank you, " 
i xoable looked beautifu/s. 

i a 

: 


gp 


2 PN an eee 
hot ox ae SS Se ee hm yhas top 
Pastin 
7 2 a 
Fancy tablecloth we use once Ang ee Me, ving 
e a year with fancy dishes we Saxe ermine: S hiatns and 
x also use only once a year 4 eating 
5) Aut mush. 
ar? 


After all the toasts and thanks, it was time to eat at last 
Everyone took a BIG bite of mush. | waited to see what 


11 


they would SOY ie is jer et “asd 


The mush 
it was $0 gross, Ralsatook the bowl and put it out 
e | 
=A ie a \ thought Na wanehad teat ‘. aa 
iy . but she gave me the BIGGEST tule "N a qt Yq 
j ow e 


that 
at, but the squirrels definitely enjoyed it.x 


oo glad someone ate the mash, 
x wert year, Lae. making 
smerking COSY = \ | 


fix | squirrels | 

sui | ee s have Thanksgiving, too!" she said. Aunt L 
Kn given Raisa a GREAT Thanksgivi ucy said I'd 
tats giving. don't know about 


“Jum i Thanks / 
\\m nuts ab 
Sees — ais 


Photos: Mike Walker Styling: Deborah Pike 


Small Surprises 


Don’t be fooled by these tiny gifts! Good things really do 
come in small packages! Turn the page to see what’s inside. 


NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER 1999 
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Think of it as a New Year’s 
party in a can! 

= Confetti 

= Small empty balloons 

= Small noisemaker 


Handy to have for making 
a quick repair 

= Needles and pins 

= Needle threader 

= Small spool of thread 

= Buttons 


= Tape measure a sts & 


|” Little 


These pocket-size presents 
stuffers! Wash empty film 
and fill them with 


Good for treating all kinds 
of owies 

= Wrapped Band-Aids 

= Wrapped gauze 

= Antiseptic wipes 


oO 4 


Add the finishing touches 
to a friend’s outfit. ve 
= Ponytaif holders & 
= Mini hair clips 
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Desk Kit 


Help someone keep an 
organized desk, 

= Colorful clips 

=» Thumbtacks 

= Rubber bands 

= Erasers 


No more hunting for change 
for tolls and parking meters! 
Fill kit with up to $6.50 in 
quarters or mixed change. 


, also make good stocking 
canisters, then decorate 


these fun ideas. 


Bracelet Kit "Ong 


e) mien j ie 
r) Give this to a crafty friend. + 4. 
= Hemp 
ge e = Beads 
re) = Written directions for 
making your favorite 
bracelet 
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This portrait of Eloise by Hilary Knight hangs in the lobby 
of the Plaza to remind visitors of the hotel’s famous fic- 
tional resident. 


ze) Visit the Web <ite www. gti.net/iksrod/eloice, for more fun facts abovt Eloice! 


a 


Imagine you could pick up the phone an ‘eee 


your favorite food—no matter what it is. Then, in 
minutes, room service would deliver the order _ 
right to your door! Special treatment like this is ‘ 
a part of everyday life at New York City’s ultra- 
fancy Plaza Hotel. And for Eloise (EL-oh-eez), a 
favorite storybook character from the 1950s, the - 
Plaza is home. 
Eloise doesn’t really fit in at the posh, proper 
Plaza. She pesters the hotel’s guests, attends 
parties she’s not invited 
to, and pours water down 
the mail chute! But her 
hilarious high jinks have 
kept her fans laughing for 
years. So read on and join 
the millions of kids and 
grown-ups who’ve learned 
to love the prankster 
princess of the Plaza. 


Eloise first hit book- 
stores in 1955. 


i ILE “LE Nal AA Ah A Fie OAPI AP, AE ht LU me Ah Oe eee ee 


redder sateen ee emnemames ane 


PONT LOLOL OT IIIA 


Eloise’s animal friends 
include her dog, Weenie, 
her turtle, Skipperdee, 
and Emily, a pigeon. 


Eloise v was so popular that a 
line of girls’ clothes was 
named after her in 1957! 


Kay Thompson, shown here with Eloise dolls and books, once 
said she based the character Eloise on herself. 


echt the te a ce i a ee nh 


YF 20 BS ere » | 
Soe ae Sear on =< Ff 6) Ne 
pa? yD we z = 


Kay Thompson (left), the writer who created Eloise, 
and Hilary Knight, the illustrator who brought her to 
life, pose for a picture at the Plaza Hotel, 1955. 


These clever characters have kept girls in giggles for years! 


Beginning in 1955, 
In 1945, Pippl Ramona Quimby aS 
Longstocking wreaks havoc on her 
starts showing sister’s social a 
off her stand-up Si to EE 
braids. om 


Madeline makes 
Paris her personal 
playground in 1939. 


Turn the page to 
meet Eloise in person! | 


Amelia first 
shares her journal 
with American 
girls in 1995. 
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KAY THOMPSON'S 


DRAWINGS BY HILARY KNIGHT 


From the book Eloise at Christmastime 


gee ae 


It’s Christmas Eve 
.. with’ a blizzard outside 


“YAnd four below zero 


<jior more ~ 


Copyright © 1958. renewed 1986 by Kay Thompson. Used under license by S&S. Inc. 


We’re Skipperdee who is my turtle 
and Weenie who is my dog 
Nanny my mostly companion 


and ME and the blazing Yuletide log While Nanny is filling the stockings 


| shout out loud and clear 
“Tiust go down to the lobby 


to spread some Christmas cheer” 


a 


en 


And Nanny says 


“Of course 


of course 
of course 


you must my dear” 


Then I jingle out 


to the elevator 


All of the cars are full to the brim 
because of the holiday 


God rest ye merry gentlemen 


Let nothing you dismay 


It is rawther crowded 


And you should see the lobby 
You absolutely can’t get near it 
‘There are all these people 
roaming around 

Filled with the Christmas spirit 
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HOTEL PLAZA 
FLOOR PLAN 


LEGEND 


$f — ELOISE 
Je - START 
FINISH 


— ELOISE RUNNING 
— ELOISE LEAPING 
— ELOISE SKIBBLING 


ELOISE. ZAPPING 


o —¢ 


willl ELOISE ZIMBEBING | : 
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Then it’s zippity jingle and dash away ping 
Hang holly and berries in all the halls 

Tie tassels on all the thermostats and 
Write Merry Christmas on all of the walls 


I go to as many holiday partics as I possibly ean 


PARLO 


bel oe ASS 


- aw fom “3 
2 1 

ie ES 

Fad) EF 


ee ~ q z : 
Ord « 


eo) 
O 


l 
] 


4 Og 


eo 
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I’m rawther fond of caroling 


Fa la on every floor 


Fa la la la to catering 


ie) 
g 7 WF 


We didn’t sing for 509 
at the request of 511 


T pu AS But ho ho ho and jiggeldy ping 


ti Py sen We were not dismayed 
a ll AAT \7 We skibbled into the exit sign 
aM||) i Un =—— and sang 


—,; 


4 Oh trinkles oh drinkles fa la fa lo 


for Lily the nightmaid 


22 


HT 
fect 


My mother called 

long distance 

from the Mediterranean 
I believe 


We talked for an hour and 


charged it 


like we did last Christmas Eve 


She was sunburned on her legs 
and sent me this absolutely 
sweet cartwheel hat 


with these earpuffs on it 


Mcnkyeses 
iP \, 


Ls 
wy I think it looks absolutely 


darling on me 


Emily wasn’t feeling well 
It’s rawther sad to mention 
Nanny said “Oh pooh pooh pooh | il | 


it’s Christmas indigestion” 


But she looked like she had a fever or so 
especially around the face 

So I put this Christmas basket 
out on the flagpole for her 


Just in case 


I usually walk around quite a bit or so 


thinking of a way to stay up hawlf the night 
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Then some of us sort of closed some of our eyes 


to have this Christmas dream 
of some steaming hot plum pudding 
with extra cream cream cream 


Of reindeers with sunglasses on 
ice-skating on the stars 


with mittens on their antlers y 
~ and mufflers made in Mars ) { 


And Santa chuckled and said 
“Dash on to the Plaza my lovely boys 
We'll have Christmas punch with Nanny 


and give Eloise her toys” 


I thought he looked terribly well 
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And when we awakened 

he’d come and gone 

and in all of thismidnight and dark 

we could see these reindéers zimbering 


through the treesin Central Park 


We could even see this tail-light 


on Santa Claus’ sleigh 


and Emily had a baby pigeon on absolutely Christmas day 
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ot Laughs 


Dinosaurs wearing diamonds? Hansel and Pretzel? 
With the help of some good-hearted kids, these 
quirky characters spread cheer all year long! 


In the world of fractured fairy tales, 


anything can happen: Cinderella 
becomes her dinosaur double, 
Dinorella. The big bad pig chases 
three little wolves. Hansel and 


Gretel turn into Hanzel and Pretzel! 
Bringing mixed-up stories like these to life takes a ton 
of creativity. But creativity seems to come naturally for 
the 26 young puppeteers—girls and boys from suburban 
Illinois—who make up the Wredling Middle School 
Puppetry Company. The group performs in elementary » 
schools, libraries, and even children’s hospitals. Most kids 
(and most adults!) love the puppeteers’ brand of handmade 
humor. Thirteen-year-old puppeteer Nirupa Kartha, 
= who plays the part of Pretzel, understands why 
her group’s silly shows are so popular. 
“Our shows are like stories kids have 
heard before,” she says, “but they’re 
changed to make them funnier.” 


~ 
. 
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eS 


Sep 


yah 


Coto 
‘Figa 
ae 


ait 2 ¢* 
Nirupa Kartha, Amanda Thorton, we 


linchuch, and Stephanie’ 
urphy (clockwise from bottom 


right) know the more fun they "ail 
have the stage, the et 
e audience has out front! ee 


IBER 
+ 
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r 


fd 
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During performances, 
“it’s kind of squished 
behind the stage,” says 
Nirupa. “We’re falling 
all over each other!” 


The puppeteers have a hand in every aspect of 


their show. They make their own puppets by 
forming papier-maché heads on top of empty 
paper towel rolls. Then they paipt the puppets’ 
faces and get them dressed in crazy costumes. 
The performers rehearse for hours to learn the 
art of puppetry. According to Nirupa, “It’s hard 
to keep the puppets from flopping around!” 
When it’s finally show time, the kids are the 
ones who haul the heavy puppet stage into and 


out of all the places they visit. They narrate 


their own shows, and they even do their own 


The performers must set up the stage just 
right, since their scripts are posted inside. special effects, like making Dinorella roar! 
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Sometimes, no matter how prepared the puppeteers 
are, things just don’t go as planned. At this year’s 
first show, the puppet stage wouldn't fit into the 
room set up for the performance. But the kids were 
true to their motto: “Adapt and overcome.” After a 
brief moment of confusion and panic, they found 
another room where their stage would fit. “If some- 
thing goes wrong, you can’t just stop and worry,” 
explains Nirupa. “You have to go on.” 

In the end, the kids’ hard work really pays off. The 
smiles on the faces in the audience let the players 
know they've done their job. After most shows, the 
puppeteers spend time talking with the kids they’ve 
entertained. The youngsters get a chance to see the 


puppets up close—and another chance to giggle. 


Favorite puppets like the Magic Chicken (above) 
smile of her own, “it just gives you a good feeling!” * bring big smiles to young faces in the audience. | 


“When you make people laugh,” Nirupa says with a 


| op ii 


Fm | 1 4 how 
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Try these fun tips to spread your own good cheer during the holiday season. 


Pertonaliae your family’s ansever— 
ing machine yeeting with 
By rb for ic holiclays. 


Make: holi 
hand, Ev 


cards by 
will smile 


Go caroling at a nursing home 
with a group of friends — bvt 
be sure to call first! 


Find your fortune! Before the 
party, write answers like 
“Yes,” “No,” and “Maybe” 
\ “ ) on slips of paper. Take the 
\' py 2 y ) a 4 en lips to a party store and 


: “have them put into helium 
bottom to make a flat piece 


tt 8! | a lloons, To play, each per- | 
of plastic. Tie a long string \ \ Br la e i aatle’ Ociin we 
tightly to one corner. Ask an | F ) s 
ME cite thee comons ) Arou d _ Regs pelloon! FE 
nfthe plastic to the coiting | the World ~ 
jith masking tape, leaving \\ At the top ofevery hour 
n fe \ shout “Happy New Yea / [ 


because it is, somewh 
in the world! 


Fun Fizz 


Make a bubbly toast! In a ¥ 
punch bowl, mix any flavo' 
of unsweetened K 
powder with % cup sugi 7 
2 quarts cold water. Add 
Mix in 3 cups of pretzel rings,a can of frozen ite § 
cup of M&Ms, a cup of honey- rate 
nut oat cereal, ‘and a cup of 
Milk Duds. Yum! \ 


D 


oogie 
ver 


ff the new millennium 
yme fun dances from 


as: super slow, like 
gaa like@ 


@ hand! 
e flap your : 
and knock yo 


nen a 
The Swim: Hold your nose 
with one hand, make a 
swimming motion with the 
other, then ki Hy Don’t 


2 _ ty ‘one of these stellar ‘ideas: 
<a Wrap silver star wire around 
a ea ponytail, title <. c 
<u Paint ‘your fingemails with Cc 
= iter nail polish. — iz i 
 ~ aUse.a dab of Vaseline to 
= oO stick sequins to your cheek. _ 


est 


Do you know what to do when your brother or sister 
is bugging you? Try these tips for pest control, and be . 
. prepared for the next attack! 


Xa, 


7 
Teasing Tarantula 


The best way not to get caught in a 7” /F 


ae =< NS : — a 
teaser's web is to ignore the insults. 4 
( ( Ita 
It may not take the bite out of mean oP y ate i I] F 


= t words, but after a while your sibling If you cut your hair, so does your sister. 
i: may grow bored and creep away. If you jump rope, she jumps rope. It’s 

B ar g e- ie RB eel | e Q _ ae 4 frustrating, but she just wants to be 

rea |e like you. Bring out the butterfly in her 

Does your sibling bore through by helping her devetop her own style. 

closed doors and invade your Compliment her taste when she chooses 

privacy? Make a sign that says : things on her own. 

PLEASE KNOCK. Give your sibling ‘Tq -Along Tick = 

points for following the rule. Take How do you get rid of a clingy sibling ae 

away points when he or she barges who latches on to you and your 

in. Give your sibling a treat for friends? Explain that you need some 

earning a certain number of points. time alone with them. Then offer to 

do something special later with your 

sibling. He or she just wants to 

be part of the fun. 


th ae Janes 


anal ti x 
enttie” — Au ‘a 


Adapted from the book Oh Brother. . .Oh Sister! in bookstores now. 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 
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By Brooks Whitney 


Top Most Boy in 
Things Siblings Do ; 


10 Gets all the attention, 


9 Blames me for everything and 
gets me in trouble even if | didn't 
do anything. 


What's that annoying buzzing 
sound on the line? It's your pesky 
brother trying to listen in! Chase 
him away by not giving him 
anything interesting to listen to. 
Save the juicy details for a time 
when you know he's not around, 


i Ue talk ye 


Breaks, ruins, or loses my stuff. 
q Punches, kicks, of hurts me to 


\ ody out ff : é get what he or she wants. 
yw 4 th m A An t si @ Follows me everywhere and 
a wants to do everything that | do. 
ae tr Top en oy ma rching off 
with y vorite clothes and toys, 5 Bosses me @round. 
throw your siblings some crumbs. 4} Takes my stuff without asking. 
B Oo ssy B ee Set up a special box with things you 3 ‘ Tae me names, 
don’t mind sharing. Then store your anda Tings about me 
Are you bothered by a brother or prized possessions out of reach. ye : 


2 Tattles on me. 
Dosages into my room without 


sister who always tells you what 
to do? Instead of saying “Buzz off,” 
try a little honey. Nicely remind 
your sibling that the best way to 
get you to do something is to ask 
politely, not to order you around. 


You might not realize it, but your own behavior may be 
bugging your siblings. Circle the answer that tells how likely 
you are to act in the following ways. 


i. Your little brother is watching his favorite cartoon. You 
can't understand how he could like such a stupid show. 
You stand in front of the TV and refuse to move unless 
he changes the channel. 

CL, Yes, that’s me. | b.1 might do this. ©. No way! 


2 vou sister is doing homework in the room you share. 
You want to listen to your new CD. She asks you to wait, 
but you put it on and start dancing around the room 
anyway. After all, it’s your room, too! 

CL, Yes, that'sme. .I might do this. ©. No way! 


3 Your brother has the softest baseball glove ever. You 
want to borrow it for a game, but you’re afraid he'll say 
no, So you take it without asking. You’re sure you can 
return it before he notices it’s gone. 

CL, Yes, that’s me. b.! might do this. ©, No way! 
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Pest Test 


ft While looking in your sister’s desk, you come across her Give yourself 2 points for every c 
secret diary! You’ve always wondered if she writes about you circled. Give yourself 1 point 
: for every b, and 0 points for every a. 
you. You open the book and start reading. 


a. Yes, that’s me. b. I might do this. ©,No way! 9-12 points You're a super sister. 
You work hard to respect your 
sibling's feelings, privacy, and 


5. You’ve been on the phone with your best friend for half personal possessions. 


an hour. Your older brother wants to make a call, but your 
friend’s in the middle of an important story. So you ignore —9°8 Points You're learning 
to be considerate and fair, and that 


iS q ; shows you care. But there's still 
a; Yes, that’s me. . Imight do this. ©. No way! room for improvement. Remember 


to think before you act. 


your brother and stay on the phone. 


6. When your older sister has friends over, you follow them O-Aipsints Pest slert! YauFagtions 
around and spy on them. That’s what they get for not are more selfish than sisterly, The 


; , : : : ! people the way you like to be treated. 
a, Yes, that’s me. b. I might do this. ©. No way! Then they’l swam ariiinD Instead 


of telling you to buzz off. 


polo gy Basics 


Any apology can be successful if you follow these simple steps. 


doesn’t mean you're giving mean it. Anyone can tell the forgive. Accept your 


9 
4. Make the first move, It A When you say it, 3 Don't forget to I In) S- 


in. It means you care difference between a sincere sibling’s apology the way 
enough to work things out. apology from the heart and a you want him or her to 
sarcastic “SOR-R-R-Y-Y!” accept yours. 


_ Wipe the slate clean. 


That means putting the fight 
in the past. Don’t hold it 
against each other in future 
disagreements. 


inning hy i ings 
California skating stars Sima Ganaba, 13, and her brother 
Amir, 16, tell how to keep a sibling relationship off thin ice. 


Sima’s Story 


“Once Amir jumped on my bed and broke it, \ 
I was so mad! When we went to skate, I got in \ 
the car and said, ‘Time out.’ That means we ( 


don’t talk. Instead, we each think of how to 
solve the problem. At the rink, we put the 
fight behind us. If you have your mind on 
something else when you're skating, some- 
one could get hurt. 


“While we were warming up, Amir stopped and L—— 
apologized. After that it was a lot easier to skate.” 
Watch for US at ie 
Sima’s advice: “Give yourselves time to cool Olympics in 20021 


off. Then ask, ‘How can we solve this?’ Try both 
your solutions if you need to, Don't rush the 
process—it takes time to work things out!” 


ites i , 
° » ~ cee j i } 

I — Amirs Story ~—* 
mal “One time Sima wanted me to go skate, so she 


unplugged my computer while I was working 


on it. That bothered me so much 
Here we are at “We didn’t talk on the way to the rink. After 
the US. Nationals, we warmed up, Sima said, ‘Let’s focus on what 
Where we won a Sa : 
the 1999 Junior we're doing’ We practiced so hard that all our 
Fairs Chatnpionship. anger fizzled out. On the way home, Sima 


apologized for what she’d done.” 


Amir’s advice: “Try working on a project 
together. It helps you appreciate the other 
person, and you forget about being mad!” x 


Glenn Fe A_ 


Skating photos: Paul Harvath 


Illustrations: Laurie Caple 


‘Whos That Ci 


Here’s an American girl of yesterday. Read the clues 
about her and guess who she is now. 


Clue 1 
In grade school, I was the first 


in my class to memorize all the 
states, their capitals, and the U.S. presidents 
in order. I was in my own state of joy! 


cae * 


2, Clue2 

| a i’ In my California neighborhood, 
Sa «~ my friends and I were buddies 
with bugs. We captured ladybugs in jars, only 


to free them later. It’s no wonder my favorite 
book was Charlotte’s Web! 


Here | am at age eight. 
Clue 3 

Early each morning, my sister 
and I practiced ice-skating. But 


cs 


4 Clue 5 
; One year, I made the longest 


ae - popcorn string for my school’s 


Christmas tree. My family was so happy when I 
brought home my prize: a beautiful Christmas 


sometimes I'd forget to bring school clothes 

to change into. Oops! I’d have to spend all day 

wearing tights and a skating skirt. 

tree of our own! 
Clue 4 

~ Atage ten, I helped out at my 


Take a guess! 
grandparents’ restaurant. As 


When this American girl grew up, she became: 


cashier, I added customers’ bills and gave them 
change. My paycheck? A visit to the kitchen 
for my favorite—wonton soup and egg rolls. 


oO ascientist a decorator 


@ anice skater a chef 


Turn the page and find out if you’re right! | 
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Figure-skating champ 
Michelle Kwan can’t 
remember a time she 


wasn’t on the go. “My 
grandmother would laugh 
at me and say I was a little 
jumping bean,” she 
recalls. As a girl, Michelle 

tried gymnastics, swim- 
ming, volleyball, basketball, tap dancing, and 
ballet. “I was always moving!” she says. 


aie 


Skating to win! 


When Michelle was five, she glided toward 
skating. Not content to sit by the ice and watch 
her older brother play hockey, she begged to 
start figure-skating lessons, By age seven, she 
was winning local skating competitions. 

Soon after, Michelle was glued to the TV for 
the 1988 Winter Olympics. Watching the figure 
skaters, Michelle dreamed of going to the 
Olympics, too. “Dreams like that don’t come 
along very often,” she explains. “For me the 
dream became real. I know I’m very fortunate.” 

To reach her dream, Michelle began a 
demanding training schedule. In grade school, 
she skated up to four hours a day, even when it 
meant leaving the house at 5:15 A.M. Atage 11, 
Michelle left her mom and brother at home in 
Torrance, California. With her sister and dad, 
she moved two hours north to be near a top 


FD Michelle always steps onto the ice with her left foot frst! 


She’ Michelle Kwan 


training facility and to work with a better coach. ie 


Michelle’s hard work paid off. At the 1998 
Winter Olympics, she won the silver medal. 
Was she disappointed not to win gold? “I have 
no regrets,” she says. “I worked hard. My best 


just wasn’t good enough that day. I learned that 
I could be satisfied by not winning if I skated 
my best.” 

Today Michelle has won two U.S. and three - 
world figure-skating titles. This fall, she added 
college to her busy schedule, and her second 
book, The Winning Attitude!, was just published. 
For a sneak peek, take a look at the next page. 

But don’t forget Michelle’s dream—because 
she sure hasn’t! Watch for her to skate for the 
gold again at the 2002 Olympic Games. 


Michelle’s advice to 
American girls: 
“Winning is not about how 

many medals you get— 
it’s about accomplishing 
goals and just being the 
best you can be!” 

You can write to Michelle c/o 

Disney Publishing Worldwide, 


114 Fifth Avenue, 14th floor, 
New York, NY 10011. 


Photo credits on page 2. 
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Michel. Kit The Winning 
Attitude 


by Michelle Kwan 


Great tips on learning from your slips— 
taken from Michelle's new book! 


Frank Carroll is one of the best coaches in the 
world. The first time | had a lesson with him, 
when I was about 11, | was so nervous. I got on 
the ice, started my 
program, and quickly 
fell—aplat, | was so 
embarrassed that | 
just sat there, 

“Get up, young 
lady!” Frank insisted, 
“Keep going!” 

The first thing I 
learned from Frank 
was that when you 
fall, you don’t sit there © 
and cry aboutit. You Michelle and Frank 
use it as an opportunity to learn something. I’ve 
been falling in front of Frank ever since, and 
each time I do I discover something new. 

In life, everyone falls at some point. But that’s 
O.K. You just have to keep getting back up again. 
‘Try to laugh when you win and laugh when you 
fall. No matter how far you go with your dream, 
never forget to enjoy what you do. Have fun! 


Reprinted from The Winning Attitude! What It Takes to Be 


a Champion by Michelle Kwan. © 1999 Michelle Kwan Corp. 


Kwan’s Quiz 
Do you let your 
stumbles stop you? 
Take Michelle’s 
quiz to see if you 


have the winning : 
attitude! 


1. If you fall off a horse, do you: 
a. get back up again? 
b. stay on the ground? 


2. If your sister doesn’t like the pea green 
sweater you gave her, do you: 
a. ask her what color she likes and offer to exchange it? / 


b. burst into tears because obviously you’re the worst sister 
in the world? 


3. If your teacher comments that your paper 
on the American Revolution was interesting, 
but the revolution was really about freedom, 
not tea, do you: 

4, #0 back over your research to see if you missed, 


something? 


b, transfer to a new school because the teachers here don’t 
know a thing about history? 


4. When you stub your toe against a wall, do you: 
a. decide to look where you’re going next time? 7 


b. blame the wall? 


Answers: 


If you answered mostly as: Congratulations! You have the 
winning attitude! 


If you answered mostly bs: Think about changing your 
outlook—it could change your life! x 
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It’s time for Thanksgiving dinner, but Mia’s Marie and her daughter Melanie made a 
table isn’t quite ready. The guests are sitting | pumpkin pie with Melanie’s aunt’s recipe. 
in the correct seats. But as you can see, their | Marty mashed potatoes using his sister’s 
place cards are blank! With the clues at the recipe. And Mia’s dad Mark made turkey 
right in mind, can you help Mia fill in the according to his wife’s recipe. Michelle 
blanks with the names of her guests? supplied all the recipes for the meal. 
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All answers on page 44. 
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Which of Santa’s reindeer is out of this world? Comet. Grace Engle Why did Santa have only seven reindeer leading his 
Age 8, Virginia 
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H oliclay Worelplay 


Look forward, backward, up, down, and 
diagonally to find all the holiday words present 
below. When you're finished, use the leftover 

letters to fill in the blanks and spell out a 


Casey Bice 


secret message! 

BELL /JOY THANKSGIVING 
CANDLES  KWANZAA VACATION 
CAROL _ NEW YEAR 


CHRISTMAS PARTY 
HANUKKAH SNOW 


Secret Message: 


fi 
Deck the Halle New Year's Numbers 


Caroline’s making a Christmas garland. Answer these questions to 

But she has only six cranberries and six count down to the new year! 

pieces of popcorn left. Can you finish the 

pattern Caroline has started, using up all 1. How many weeks are in a year? ey C 

her supplies? Hint: think backward! 2. How many months are in 2 i 4 
a decade? al J a 


3. How many decades are in 
a century? 


4. How many years are in 
a millennium? 


¢ 


s+ & 


Santa Claws. emantna Green woocR What kind of bread do Santa’s elves like to use when they make sandwiches for lunch? Shortbread. 


sleigh on Christmas Eve? Because Comet was home cleaning the sink. = Hetola Who do cats wait for on Christmas Eve? 
Age 13, Minnesota 
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The. Aggie Gang 
Funch Lines AG Code 


1. Fall into line and solve this riddle sentby — Use the decoder to unscramble the answer 
Marie Bunagan, age 12, of California. to this riddle sent in by Ann Johnson, age 9, 


How can you turn a ho | © intoa building of Minnesota. 


by adding just two straight lines? 


2. Now put it all on the line! Try this tricky 
puzzle from 11-year-old Vanessa Vancuren 
of Washington. 


How can you get ten by adding five more 


straight lines to these four? 
= What do you get when you cross a snowball 


with a shark? 


COWUC AUT 10! 
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What starts with “t,” ends with “t,” and is full of “t”? A teapot. Warn Aharaprw. What kind of music do teapots like? 


Age 12, Florida 
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Heavy kettle. Angela LdiIse- Why did the tomato blush? She saw the salad dressing! Micale Ryjance, Why did the cookie visit a doctor? He felt crumby. Michelle Praldac 


Age 11, Texas 
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Put together this Mini 
Book of sign language, 
and communicate with 
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your friends using your 


hands! To make the book, 
all you need are scissors 


and a stapler. Be sure 


to read the directions 


carefully before you begin. 


1 


Cut out each pair of 


pages only on the dotted 
lines. Be sure to cut 


around the tabs marked 
with the letters A, B, C, 
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4| Sign 
Language 


don’t have signs. 

To sign the letters and words 
in this little book, use your right 
hand unless the sign calls for both 
hands. The pictures in this book 
are what the other person should 
see when you are signing to her. 


Hug 


Both hands form the letter S. 
Cross arms across chest as if 
you're hugging something. 


= 
i] 

i] 

3 1 

Each ASLhand ‘vc | i 
I 

gesture expresses ' 
an idea or concept. H 
Fingerspelling—spelling out a 
word, letter by letter—is usedto —! 
spell out names or places that 1 
I 
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Link index fingers, first with the 
right index finger on top, and 
then the left. 
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Open the folded stack. 


down the folded edge to 
help the pages lie flat. 
line. Cut off the tabs, and 


you’re done! 


pages in half along the 
solid line in the center. 
The cover of the Mini 
Book should now be on 
top. Run your fingernail 
Staple along the center 


4 
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HELP 


Dear American Girl, 
[have a stuffed animal problem. 
I have collected at least 100 of 
them. They’re crowding my 
room. I can’t sell them because 
I’ve become totally attached to 
Sh How can | part Asad 
Tell your family and friends you're 
done collecting stuffed animals so 
no one will give you any new ones. 
Then make a small pile of your 
favorite animals to keep, Now 
comes the hard part: what to do 
with the others? Maybe your plush 
pals can make other kids as happy 
as they’ve made you! Got a 
houseful of holiday visitors? Let 
the little kids pick out a few new 
furry friends. Once the animals 
have new kids to love them, it will 
be easier to say good-bye. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
One day we played basketball 
during PE. I got the ball and 
ran to the wrong end. I shot and 
made a basket for the other 
team! Now kids are making fun 
of me. What should I do? 
BasXe¥ba\l Failure 


Sometimes even professional 


athletes make mistakes like yours 
and score points against their own 
teams. It happens! When someone 
teases you, see if you can make a 
joke of it. It won’t be as easy for 
them to laugh at you if you laugh at 
yourself first. Say, “Well, I'm good 
at shooting baskets, | just have to 
remember where to shoot!” 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
My friend is really nice and takes 
me along when she goes places. 
But I can’t take her anywhere 
because my mom doesn’t have 
time. Help! 
No Return Tries 
It sounds like you have a really 
good friend who likes to spend time 
with you. Make sure you thank her 


when she takes you somewhere 


fun, But even if you can’t take your 
friend anywhere, you can still do 
something special for her. Make 
a fancy friendship bracelet, put 
together a silly scrapbook, or just 
plan an afternoon to spend 
together. You don’t have to take 
her on big trips to be a great friend. 
x 
Dear American Girl, 
| swear too much. I swear if I’m 
fighting with my brother or if I 
miss a goal, but I don’t want to! 
Got any tips? 
FRUSTRATED in Ohio 
Your swearing has turned into a 
plain old bad habit. Habits are 
hard to break, but if you really 
want to stop, you can. Here are a 
few ideas to try: Come up with 
funny phrases to say instead of 
swear words, like “Oh, chip ’n’ 
dip!” Or pretend someone’s 
writing down every word you say 
for a book about you. If you’re 
about to say something you 
wouldn’t want in that book, zip 
your lip! If you slip, keep trying! 
Habits are made by repeating 
them over and over, and you can 
break a habit the same way. 
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MORE HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 
My little sister really embar- 
rasses me at school! The other 
day she wore a velvet dress and 
construction worker boots! My 
friends tease me about her. 
Please help! 
EMBARRASSED! 
Being teased about something you 
can't control is no fun—especially 
if you agree with what your friends 
say about your sister. But see if 
there’s a teensy part of you that 
admires your sister for doing 
things her own way. If she doesn’t 
care what other people think of 
her clothes, then why should you? 
In fact, if she ever grows out of 
her unique style, you might be 
surprised to find that you miss it. 
x 
Dear American Girl, 
My best friend sometimes gets 
new stuff, and I get jealous. I 
wish I could stop, but I can’t! 
What should I ‘at 
\ 


When your friend gets something 

great that you don’t have, you may 
feel like you don’t measure up. You 

already know that these feelings 
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can drive a wedge between even 


best friends. When jealousy strikes, 
instead of feeling bad about what 
you don’t have, think about what 
you do have, Try hard not to fall 
into the trap of believing that stuff 
is what makes a person happy, 
because deep down, you know 
that’s just not true. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I’m a vegetarian. When I go to 
a friend’s house to eat, some- 
times they have meat in the 
meal. I don’t want to be rude, 
but I don’t want to eat the meat. 
Make sure your friends know you’re 
a vegetarian. The time to tell them 
is before you accept the invitation 
to eat, not at the dinner table. You 
could say something like, “I’d love 


to eat over, but | don’t eat meat. | 


hope that won’t be a problem.” 
That way, they’ll be able to include 
some meatless options in the meal. 
If you are invited at the last minute 
and are faced with a meaty meal, 
just say, “No thank you” when the 
meat comes your way and fill up on 
other dishes. If you don’t make a 


big deal out of it, chances are your 


hosts won’t, either. 


x 


Advice from You 
“I used to think | couldn’t do 


things as well as my friends 


could. | told my dad my 


problem and he said, ‘You 


are an American girl, not 


an American’t girl.’ Now 


whenever | think I can’t do 


something | remember my 


dad’s saying.” 
Age ih Rhode Island © Ys 


Need advice? Write: 


Help! 


AmericanGirl 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


Shining Star 


Look out, Santa Claus—you’ve got com- 
petition! Veronica Pomeroy, 13, volunteers 
with Operation Christmas Child, a group” 
that delivers holiday gifts to needy kids all 
around the world, Last year, the California 
girl collected more. than 1,400 shoe boxes 
filled with small toys, snacks, and supplies! 
Veronica says she includes “something to 
play with, some school supplies, and 
something fi like a hairbrush” in each gift box 
she puts together. She’s hoping to gather 
more boxes than ever this year. 


To spread the word about Operation Christ- 
mas Child, Veronica makes announcements 
at school and hands out flyers in her 
community. Classmates, neighbors, and 
friends all lend a hand by putting together 
boxes and passing them on to Veronica. 


But Veronica’s efforts stretch far beyond 
her own community. In December 1998 
she traveled to Nicaragua to hand-deliver 
gift boxes to children whose homes had 


been destroyed by Hurricane Mitch. The 
kids Veronica met loved their gifts. ise . 
makes me feel good that | can help ' these 
kids and that they enjoy the boxes,” says 
Veronica, “but | wish | could do more.” 


To learn more about Operation Christmas 
Child or to donate a box yourself, call 
1-800-353-5949 onwrite to this address: 


Operation Christmas Child 
801 Bamboo Road 

P.O. Box 3000 

Boone, NC 28607 
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Lip-smacking What’s great about 
goodiestomake — being a girl today 


Throw a slumber party 
‘x everyone will love! 
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Spend a day on the 
set with a TV actress 


Photo: Mike Walker Iliustratior 


Good Reading, 


Great Gifts for Girls! 
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| The All-New Amelia 
When Amelia tries to 
reinvent herself, she 
discovers how hard it is to 
be something she's not. 
Paperback LAP $5.95 

Hardeover LAH $12.95 


% 


Luv, Amelia Dr. Amelia’s 


Luv, Nadia Boredom 

Amelia can’t wait for Survival Guide 

Nadia’s next letter. When Amelia shows you there’s 

it finally comes, Nadia always something to do and 
needs help! Can Amelia to laugh about—no matter 
find the answer to her how dull the day. 

friend's problem—and Paperback LBP $5.95 


to her ownfamily secret? 
Paperback LLP.$7.95 
Hardcover LEH $14.95 
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' friend? 
0 ee to You & Your Friends, Too! 


The Quiz Book _ 
Clues to You & Your 
Friends, Too! 
Discover more about yourself 
and your friends with this Th MERCHANDISE TOTAL 
great collection of quizzes & e Care POSTAGE & HANDLING 
and other paper-an Keeping of You one RUSH SHIPPING CHARGES 
eye ow I additiona 
activities. The Body Book for Girls TOTAL _|SROUNP| day for processing Guana) 
AGLI $6.95 fm hair care to healthy eat- oes aNd $10 geo ‘ Canes 
pimples to periods, you'll S601 $24.90] 445 |r pay RUSH (see chart at left) 
| ow , $25 - s49.99] 5.45 | ‘Add $15 see chart at le 
helpful answers to ques- - GIFT-WRAPPING 
ns about body f SOUS $74.99] 7.45 | CANADIAN For Delivery in: 
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Invoice will be mailed to pur- 
chaser as order confirmation. Enclose your personal 
check, money order, or credit card information as indi- 
cated below. Make checks payable to: American Girl. 
Please do not send cash or purchase order. 


TOTAL ORDER 
(U.S. currency only) 


AG Planner 

Get organized! Vinyl-covered 
planner features an assign- 
ment notebook, notepad, 
storage pockets, Grin Pin 


TDD 1-800-845-0054 
Seven days a week, 
6 A.M.—midnight Central Time 


Credit Account Number 


™ 


To order call 1-800-845-0005 


stickers, and more! Raspberry, 
teal, purple, or lime. 


() American Express (15 digits) 
CO) MasterCard (16 digits) 

0 Check 

oO Money order 


OO Discover/Novus (16 digits) 


Fax: 608-836-0761 


C1 VISA (13 or 16 digits) 


Signature of Authorized Buyer 


Expiration Date 


HLT] 


Month Year 


Am. Ex. CID Number 


rl 
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8400 Fairway Place, P.O. Box 620190, 
Middleton, WI 53562-0190 


The Babys 
Handbook 
The Care & | 
Keeping of 
Get great advi 
on calming ba 
finicky eaters, | 


The newsletter 
for parents 
of girls ages 
10 to 16 


At American 
Girl, we’re 
as committed 
as you are to 
raising smart, 
strong, self 
assured girls. 
That’s why 
we're thrilled to bring you 
Daughters—the newsletter written especially 
for parents of adolescent girls. 


In each information-packed, 12-page issue, 
Daughters delivers the insight and expertise 
of leading professionals and the tried-and-true 


wisdom of parents like you. Daughters helps A Song for Jeffrey 
you and your daughter navigate the roller- by Constance M. Foland 
coaster years of her adolescence with Life seems grim for 11- 
confidence and understanding. 8 oe ole pas fete 
when she meets Jeffrey, 
 aboy with muscular 
' ew a este 
~ ea is novel explores 
Subscribe today: es aitieat 
Special introductory offer —$29.95! the ways a _ 
LO off the regular rate of $39.95! Papert iaeeeaa ss 
Hardcover PFBH3 $9.95 


1 year (8 issues) DT—$29.95 
5 t DT2—$49.95 


call 1-800-845-0005 


. A Ceiling 


of Stars 


Ann Howard Creel 


A Ceiling of Stars 
by Ann Howard Creel 

When her mother 
abandons her, 12-year-old 
Vivien must face her 
sudden homelessness 
alone in a big city. Vivien 
tells her story through 

a series of letters and 
journal entries—and 
reveals a sense of hope 
that will touch readers. 
Paperback PFB1 $5.95 
Hardcover PFBH1 $9.95 


American Girl 


Going for Great 

by Carolee Brockmann 
When stage fright 
strikes before a big flute 
competition, sixth-grader 
Jenna finds support in 

an unpopular girl from a 
troubled family. But this 
new relationship may 
cost Jenna her best friend. 
Can she overcome her 
fears on her own? 
Paperback PFB2 $5.95 
Hardcover PFBH2 $9.95 
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Super 
Slumber 
Parties 
Everything you 
need to know to 
throw a party 
that’s fun for 
everyone—even 
Mom and Dad! 
AGLP $7.95 


Money- 
makers 
Packed with tips 
on how to make, 
spend, and save 
money. Includes 
helpful business 
starters. 

AGLN $7.95 


Games and 
Giggles 
Games, riddles, 
mazes, and 
more—96 pages 
of tummy- 
tickling, brain- 
bending fun! 
AGLA $5.95 


im ‘yy More Games 


a Ja he and 
_ More 


Giggles 
side- 
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American ( ‘irl ' 


Oops! 

A common- 
sense guide to 
the social skills 
you need to 
navigate life 
with grace and 
confidence. 
AGLM $7.95 


Help! 

Our first book 
full of letters 
from girls like 
you—with 
advice on fickle 
friends, messy 
rooms, and 
more. 

AGLH $4.95 


More Help! 
This edition 
features more 
letters to 
American Girl 
magazine’s 
Help! column— 
with answers 


~you'can count 


on. AGLL $4.95 


VoICcES AT 
WHISPER BEN, TrrSmuger, ER’S 
To help the war REASURE, ; 
es atten er oe : 
scrap metal. 


face with a 
famous pirate 
when she tries 
to free her 
father, who isa 


When someone 
steals it, she must 
search for the 
culprit—and face 


her worst fears. prisoner in the 
Paperback War of 1812. 
AGM4 $5.95 Paperback 
Hardcover AGMI1 $5.95 
AGM4H $9.95 Hardcover 

AGMI1H $9.95 


Hoorsgats Sy SECRETS ON THE ¢€ 
oF DANGER 4] 26TH STREET = & Nicut FLyErs 


Tw 


Who is the mysterious new When Pam’ s homing 
boarder in Susan’s tenement? pigeons disappear while hi 
father’s away fighting in 
Wedd War One, she uncov 


Key Code 


See back of this insert for more great books! 72315 


OT CO RT ee ee ee oe ee 


New Backpack Books 


To Collect and Trade! 


21. Pop! 22. Great Gifts 23. The Little 
Perfect popcorn games, Projects for when you are Book of Notes 
cralts, and recipes to keep short on money but long Take note! Petite pages 
any party popping! on love. for you to pass to pals. 
GB21 $1.95 GB22 $1.95 GB23 $1.95 
24. Go Team! 25. Boo! 
Great sports cheers Freaky faces, tricky treats, 
to raise your spirits! and ghoulish games. 


GB24 $1.95 GB25 $1.95 
Starter Set and 

Mini Backpack 

Comes with the first five Backpack 

Books and a key chain clip! 


Mini Backpack only 


More Backpack Books 


Perfect Little Presents! 


HackpackHooks 


Sign | 
Language 


Oy I ent, yin 


[Hare aI 


Book 


The 


ct 


oe 
Pon FF Gift Coupons from Me to You H wv, 
Way a Crazy 
Buzzwords Say Cheese An A-maze-ing Sign Language Splash 
GBI $1.95 GB2 $1.95 Day GB4 $1.95 GB6 $1.95 
GB3 $1.95 
Best Pencil Play The Hand Book Just Giggles Heart Art 
Babysitting Tips GB7,,$1.95 GBS5 $1.95 GB9 $1.95 GBI10 $1.95 
GB8 $1.95 
Sip and Slurp Miles of Start a Club Pin Pals Beautiful 
GBII $1.95 Smiles! GB13 $1.95 GB14 $1.95 Barrettes 
GB12 $1.95 GBI5 $1.95 
You're it! Homesick Heip Wanted: 1.0.U. Love Daisy Crazy 
GBI16 $1.95 Blues? Fashion GBI19 $1.95 GB20 $1.95 
GBI7 $1.95 Designer 
GBI18 $1.95 


AmericanGirl 


Key Code 
72315 


